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DUBAI GOVERNMENT AND
CORPORATIONS GIVE US$10 MILLION
TO FIGHT HUNGER

DUBAI — The United Nations World Food Programme todalc@reed a generous
US$10 million donation from the Government of Duaad three leading UAE
corporations.

In a letter sent to WFP by HH Sheikh Mohammed Baslitd Al Maktoum, Vice-
President and Prime Minister of the United Arab t&tes and Ruler of Dubai, HH
voiced hope that this contribution would be a "siiéae in our relationship and signal a
new, strengthened partnership to benefit those sulffer from poverty and to meet the
needs of the hungriest people."

The Government of Dubai is providing US$5 millianassist WFP's worldwide Depots
for humanitarian supplies. The Emirate has beey sepportive of international
humanitarian efforts and has served as a logidtighlfor many big humanitarian
operations over the past few years.

WFP has a support office in Dubai, which has ewblv¢o one of the world's largest
humanitarian emergency support and fast intervergases, aiming at providing aid
fast, safely and cost-effectively. WFP and othenhnitarian agencies makes full use of
the central geographical location of Dubai, thentots expanding suppliers' base, as
well as the wide range of competitive air and seat services. WFP and other
humanitarian agencies are based in Dubai's IntenatHumanitarian City.

Dubai will also host one of five international humtarian depots that are planned by
WFP to cope with the magnitude and growing numlb@neergencies in recent years.

"We are very thankful for the generous donationgfthe Government of Dubai," said
WFP Executive Director James Morris, who is in theE today to meet with senior
officials. "This donation will give an enormous lsbdo our ability to deliver urgent help
to thousands of desperate people affected by crspsckly and effectively."

Three Dubai-based corporations are also donatinthenUS$5 million to support WFP
logistics capacity to cope with humanitarian emeoges. The three Dubai corporations
are Dubai Holding (US$2 million), Nakheel (US$2 Iioih), and Emaar Properties
(US$1 million).

In letters sent to WFP, the three giant corporatiooted WFP's "outstanding"” logistical
achievements in response to the South-East Asidimpeiake and the conflict in
Lebanon.



WEFP is the UN frontline agency fighting hungeraldo provides logistics support to all
other humanitarian agencies in major emergencies as the recent conflict in Lebanon
this year and the devastating earthquake in Kaslastiryear.

Prompted by the magnitude and growing number ofrgemeies in recent years, WFP
has launched a new humanitarian response "Netwarlti,strategic hubs in Africa,
Europe, Middle East, Asia and Latin America. Thewdek is designed to meet the
escalating challenges of sudden humanitarian emeiggwhich can sometimes strike
almost simultaneously.

One of the Depots will be based in Dubai, where ViF€ady has a fast intervention
team for information technology and telecommunaadito support aid agencies in
emergencies.

"This strong commitment by the private sector irbBiuo the critical global social issue
of fighting hunger is very welcome and sets an glarfor other corporations within
and outside the Middle East to follow," said Morris

WEFP fully depends on voluntary donations, mainlygoyernments, but is aspiring to
have more support from the private sector worldwides year so far, WFP has raised
over US$2.4 billion including nearly US$40 millidrom private donors.

HH#H

WEFP is the world's largest humanitarian agencyhgaar, we give food to an average
of 90 million poor people to meet their nutritiomededs, including 58 million hungry
children, in at least 80 of the world's poorestrtaes.WFP -- We Feed People.

WEFP Global School Feeding Campaigr For just 19 US cents a day, you can help
WEFP give children in poor countries a healthy nsachool — a gift of hope for a
brighter future.Visit our websitevww.wfp.org

WFP now provides RSS feeds to help journalists kgeywith the latest press releases, videos and
photos as they are published on WFP.org. For metals see:
http://www.wfp.org/english/?n=999.

WFP now has a dedicated ISDN line in Italy for quality two-way interviews with WFP
officials.
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