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TNT & UPS SUPPORT UN HUMANITARIAN 
HUBS IN PANAMA & GHANA  

 
ROME – Two major logistics companies, UPS and TNT, have joined forces for a 
humanitarian cause by offering free warehousing facilities to the United Nations 
Humanitarian Response Depots (UNHRD), run by the UN World Food Programme in 
Ghana and Panama. This follows discussions between major players in the Logistics and 
Transport industry (UPS, TNT and Agility) on common industry-wide support to 
humanitarian operations. 
 
“This generous TNT-UPS contribution to the UNHRD network means that WFP and our 
partners are able to respond faster to urgent needs in all regions.  The faster the response 
from these hubs, the more lives we’re able to save,” said Amer Daoudi, Associate 
Director of WFP’s Transport and Procurement Division.  
 
The depots stock vital supplies such as high-energy biscuits, drugs and other rapid 
response equipment essential for emergency operations.  At the request of the Italian 
government, the HRD depot in Brindisi recently sent tents, blankets, kitchen sets, 
medicines, water supply systems and generators on two humanitarian flights to 
Bangladesh following the cyclone.   
 
The UNHRDs are envisaged as state-of-the-art multi-faceted facilities which act as first 
response nodes as well as regional procurement, training, knowledge and solution centres 
for the humanitarian community's emergency response activities.   
 
Since October 2006, WFP has been using TNT’s warehouse facilities at Accra’s Kotoka 
International Airport in Ghana.  UPS then followed in February 2007 by providing 
similar warehousing facilities at Panama’s Tocumen International Airport. 
 
“When WFP opened the Humanitarian Response Depots in Ghana and Panama, our 
corporate partner, TNT, offered its hospitality for the initial facility in Accra - then 
brought UPS on board for the second, in Panama,” said Daoudi. 
 
The Ghana and Panama hubs have already been pressed into active service; over the past 
12 months, the Ghana facility expeditiously dispatched critical food and non-food items 
to life- saving humanitarian operations in the Central African Republic, Burkina Faso, 
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Chad and other countries south of the Sahara.  The Panama depot has seen its fair share 
of activity with the provision of much needed relief supplies to Peru and Bolivia in the 
aftermath of the earthquake in August, and to Nicaragua in response to Hurricane Felix. 
 
WFP is establishing the UNHRD network in five strategic hubs; they are currently in 
Brindisi (Italy), Dubai (United Arab Emirates), Panama City (Panama) and Accra 
(Ghana) with Subang (Malaysia) yet to be established.  The depots provide logistics and 
procurement services for the emergency response operations of all UN agencies, as well 
as international, governmental and non-governmental organisations. 
 
“We are grateful to TNT and UPS for their support in 2007 and their continued 
commitment to assist WFP in 2008. The premises offered by TNT in Accra and UPS in 
Panama are a concrete example of the continued close cooperation between the private 
sector and WFP to assist people in need,” said Daoudi. 
 

#                             #                                 # 
 

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency. Last year we gave food to 88 million 
people – mostly women and children - in 78 of the world's poorest countries.  
 
WFP now provides RSS feeds to help journalists keep up with the latest press releases, videos and 
photos as they are published on WFP.org. For more details see: 
http://www.wfp.org/english/?n=999.   
 
For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org): 
Giuseppe Saba, UNHRD Network Tel +39.0831506650, Giuseppe.Saba@wfp.org 
Brenda Barton, Deputy Director of Communications, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39-06-
65132602, Cell. +39-3472582217 (ISDN line available) 
Gregory Barrow, WFP/London, Tel. +44-20-72409001, Cell. +44-7968-008474 
Christiane Berthiaume, WFP/Geneva, Tel. +41-22-9178564, Cell. +41-792857304 
Cécile Sportis, WFP/Paris, Tel. +33-1-70385330, Cell. +33-6161-68266 
Jennifer Parmelee, WFP/Washington, Tel. +1-202-6530010 ext. 1149, Mob. +1-202-
4223383 
Bettina Luescher, WFP/New York, Tel. +1-212-9635196 


