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WFP STARTS FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS FOR THOUSANDS OF

CHADIAN REFUGEES IN CAMEROON

More than 37,000 Chadians refugees who fled Ndjamena due to the fighting last
weekend, received food aid from the United Nations World Food Programme on
Saturday in Kousseri, Northern Cameroon, just across the river from Ndjamena.

Food distributions for Chadian refugees, mainly women and children who spent
several nights in mosques, churches and schools buildings or in the open, were
handled by the Cameroon Red Cross, in coordination with UNHCR and the local
authorities in Cameroon.

More than 120 metric tons of sorghum, rice, beans and vegetable oil, were transported
by road by WFP this week from Maroua, Ngaoundere and Meme to Kousseri for

Today, WFP is also airlifting 37 MT of High Energy Biscuits as well as medical Kits
for the World Health Organisation (WHQ), from the United Nations Humanitarian
depot in Accra Ghana (UNHRD). A second rotation will transport equipment for
UNHCR.

A one-week ration was distributed to Chadian families (450 grams of cereals, 30
grams of enriched vegetable oil and 60 grams of pulses).

The humanitarian air service (UNHAS) managed by WFP has also started operating
regular flights for the humanitarian community between Yaounde, Garoua and Maroua
in Cameroon.

WFP CHAD Operations

Last week, fighting in N’djamena disrupted food arrivals in Eastern Chad. WFP hopes
the security situation in Chad will ease quickly in order for food deliveries to resume
as soon as possible. Any significant delay could affect food distributions as early as
March. Pre-positioning of food stocks in the East is crucial now before the 5 month
rainy season, starting at the end of May.
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e February food distributions for some 235,000 Sudanese refugees in Eastern Chad
started last week and are expected to be completed by the end of this week.

e 25 WFP international staff were relocated from Chad to Yaounde, Cameroon, last
week for security reasons. Some of them have been redeployed to Kousseri to handle
the humanitarian response for displaced Chadians in Kousseri. Most WFP national
staff remain in Chad to monitor WFP operations in the East, although their movements
are limited by insecurity.

e WEFP operations in Chad continue to be managed by WFP’s Country Director and four
international staff in N’djamena and Abeche.

# # #

WEFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency: each year, we give food to an average of 90
million poor people to meet their nutritional needs, including 58 million hungry children, in at
least 80 of the world's poorest countries. WFP -- We Feed People.

WEFP Global School Feeding Campaign — For just 19 US cents a day, you can help WFP
give children in poor countries a healthy meal at school — a gift of hope for a brighter future.
Visit our website: www.wfp.org

For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lasthname@wfp.org):
Stéphanie Savariaud, WFP/Kousseri, +237 79298380 ; Cell +221-5690267




